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6  THE AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS SERVICE

While the Department of Defence administers the controls on the export of strategic goods, it is the Australian Customs Service (ACS) who is responsible for enforcing these controls at the barrier.

6.1  EXIT System

Export Integration or EXIT, is an electronic clearance and reporting system for all exports and was developed to replace the paper-based Export Return Scheme.  EXIT links ACS with exporters or their freight forwarders, depot operators, consolidators, airline and shipping companies, export permit issuing authorities and the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

Under the EXIT system exporters of goods listed in the DSGL are required to quote a valid Department of Defence export permit or licence number (as well as a PIN number verifying the permit number) to Customs to obtain the necessary export clearances

The Department of Defence will provide the exporter with a copy of the export permit or licence. The permit or licence will have a number beginning with "DED.", for defence and related Goods, or “DEC.” for nuclear or dual-use goods, and a 16 digit alpha numeric code.  It will also have a "PIN" number  or ENCRYPTION code of 10 numeric characters.

Both numbers should be entered into the appropriate fields of the EXIT system.  Authenticity of the licence or permit is checked automatically and the export reported to the Department of Defence.

An entry must be made into EXIT regardless of the Customs law which allows low value consignments to be exported without an EXIT clearance.  This also applies to goods, classed as personal effects of a traveller, where they have sought permission from Defence to take goods with them, ie sporting firearms, or samples of equipment for demonstration.

Similarly, exporters should be aware that goods cannot be exported on a CARNET.  This certificate allows for re-importation without attracting payment of import duty when items are exported temporarily.  It is NOT an authority to export and approval must be sought from Defence.

It is not necessary to produce the paper copy of the licence or permit to Customs.  However, under the Customs Act, exporters are required to retain relevant papers, including licences/permits, for 5 years from the date of exportation. 

You may wish to include a copy of the permit or licence with the shipping papers accompanying the export, to facilitate clearance in transit and at the final destination.

6.2  Exports of Non-Military Lethal Goods as Part of Personal Effects (Restricted Goods Permits)

Officers of the Australian Customs Service have been authorised by the Minister for Defence to issue a Restricted Goods Permit (RGP) for the export of up to 5 non-military (sporting) firearms, controlled under Item ML901, and reasonable quantities of ammunition, spare parts and components, when taken overseas as part of the personal effects (accompanied or unaccompanied) of a bona fide traveller.

The RGP will not be issued when:

· an export permit has already been issued by the Department of Defence;

· firearms are ex-military style weapons ie. Chinese SKS assault rifles;

· firearms are going to a destination that is subject to a United Nations (UN) arms embargo;

· firearms being sent by post;

· the consignment includes more than 5 firearms;

· firearms are sent as a gift;

· firearms are sent overseas for repairs;

· firearms are part of a commercial transaction;

· ammunition, telescopic sights, parts and components which are not accompanied by a firearm.

Travellers should be aware that they may require import approval from the authorities of their overseas destination.  Advice should be sought from the relevant country embassy or mission prior to travelling.

On re-entry to Australia a traveller is required to produce to Customs evidence that the importer holds a licence or authorisation to possess the firearm.  Travellers should seek advice from the Australian Customs Service prior to departure to ensure that they are complying with the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations.  If the necessary documentation is not completed the firearms may be seized by Customs upon re-importation.

Also, travellers should be aware of the types of firearms that are prohibited absolutely from importation into Australia if planning to purchase firearms overseas.

If you require further information on the issue of RGPs or the EXIT System relevant contacts are listed at Annex C.
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